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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 167952 
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TAGS: PEPR, MASS, TW 

SUBJECT: US CONSIDERATION OF ROC ARMS REQUESTS 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES AND WASHINGTON STAR JULY 1 CARRY STORY 
THAT "CARTER ADMINISTRATION, IN ANOTHER MOVE TO IMPROVE 
TIES WITH THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. HAS SCRAPPED A 
PLAN TO SELL TAIWAN 60 E-4 FIGHTER-BOMBERS, OFFICIALS 
SAID YESTERDAY." ARTICLE GOES ON TO SAY, "THE SALE OF 
F-4 FIGHTERS TO TAIWAN, THEY SAID, WAS VIEWED BY WHITE 
HOUSE AND STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS AS RUNNING COUNTER 
TO THE ADMINISTRATION S DOCTRIME OF SUPPORTING A STRONG 
AND SECURE CHINA. " FULL TEXT WILL BE SENT SEPTEL ALONG 
WITH PRESS GUIDANCE BEING USED BY DEPT SPOKESMEN. 
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2. YOU SHOULD SEEK AN EARLY SOCIAL OCCASION, AT JULY 4 
RECEPTION IF NOT EARLIER, TO SAY TO PRESIDENT CHIANG, 
PRIME MINISTER SUN OR FOREIGN MINISTER SHEN, THAT THIS 
ARTICLE IS WRONG IN SEVERAL IMPORTANT RESPECTS. FINAL 
DECISIONS ON ROC ARMS REQUESTS HAVE NOT YET BEEN MADE, 
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AMBASSADOR WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO CONVEY THEM TO 
PRESIDENT CHIANG WHEN MADE. WITH REGARD TO PRESS 
ALLEGATION THAT USG IS EXAMINING ROC REQUEST FOR 
F-4S FROM THE STANDPOINT OF CONCERN FOR PRC STRENGTH 
OR SECURITY, AMBASSADOR SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THIS 
IS QUITE INCORRECT. ROC ARMS REQUESTS ARE CON- 
SIDEREDINTHE LIGHT OF THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
SITUATION IN THE TAIWAN STRAIT AREA, THE PRESIDENT'S 
INTERNATIONAL ARMS TRANSFER POLICY AND, AS REQUIRED 
BY LEGISLATION, APPLICABLE HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS. 
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SUBJECT: US CONSIDERATION OF ROC ARMS REQUESTS 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES AND WASHINGTON STAR JULY 1 CARRY STORY 
THAT "CARTER ADMINISTRATION, IN ANOTHER MOVE TO IMPROVE 
TIES WITH THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, HAS SCRAPPED A 
PLAN TO SELL TAIWAN 60 E-4 FIGHTER BOMBERS, OFFICIALS 

SAID YESTERDAY." ARTICLE GOES ON TO SAY, "THE SALE OF 
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F-4 FIGHTERS TO TAIWAN, THEY SAID, WAS VIEWED BY WHITE 
HOUSE AND STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS AS RUNNING COUNTER 
TO THE ADMINISTRATION'S DOCTRIME OF SUPPORTING A STRONG 
AND SECURE CHINA. FULL TEXT WILL BE SENT SEPTEL ALONG 
WITH PRESS GUIDANCE BEING USED BY DEPT SPOKESMEN. 

2. YOU SHOULD SEEK AN EARLY SOCIAL OCCASION, AT JULY 4 
RECEPTION IF NOT EARLIER, TO SAY TO PRESIDENT CHIANG, 

PRIME MINISTER SUN OR FOREIGN MINISTER SHEN, THAT THIS 
ARTICLE IS WRONG IN SEVERAL IMPORTANT RESPECTS. FINAL 
DECISIONS ON ROC ARMS REQUESTS HAVE NOT YET BEEN MADE, 

AMBASSADOR WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO CONVEY THEM TO 
PRESIDENT CHIANG WHEN MADE. WITH REGARD TO PRESS 
ALLEGATION THAT USG IS EXAMINING ROC REQUEST FOR 
F-4S FROM THE STANDPOINT OF CONCERN FOR PRC STRENGTH 
OR SECURITY, AMBASSADOR SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THIS 
IS QUITE INCORRECT. ROC ARMS REQUESTS ARE CON- 
SIDEREDINTHE LIGHT OF THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
SITUATION IN THE TAIWAN STRAIT AREA, THE PRESIDENT'S 
INTERNATIONAL ARMS TRANSFER POLICY AND, AS REQUIRED 
BY LEGISLATION, APPLICABLE HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS.. 
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